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Walter H. Page's

Sir:

~ you.

Gbﬂ}z‘mm Letter to His Grandson
London, 'Christmas, 1915.

OR your first Christmas, I
have the honour to send
you my most affectionate greet-
ings; and in wishing you all good
health, I take the liberty humbly
to indicate some of the favours
of fortune that I am pleased to
think I enjoy in common with

First—I hear with pleasure
that you are quite well content
with yourself—not because of a
- reasoned conviction of your own
- worth, which would be mere
* vanity and unworthy of you, but

by
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by reason of a philosophic dis-
position. It is too early for you
to bother over problems of self-
improvement—as for me it is too
late; wherefore we are alike in

the calm of our self-content.

What others may think or say
about us is a subject of the
smallest concern to us. There-
fore they generally speak well of
us; for there is little satisfaction
in speaking ill of men who care
nothing for <your opinion of
them. Then, too, we are con-
tent to be where we happen to be
—a fact that we did not order in
the beginning and need not now

concern
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concern ourselves about. Con-
sider the eternal coming and go-
ing of folk. On every road
many are travelling one way and
an equal number are travelling

the other way. It is obvious
that, if they were all content to

- remain at the places whence they

set forth, the distribution of the
population would be the same.
Why therefore move hither and
yon at the cost of much time and
labour and money, since nothing
is accomplished thereby? We
- spare ourselves by being content
to remain where we are. We
thereby have the more time for

reflection ©
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reflection. Nor can we help
observing with a smile that all
persons who have good reasons
to see us themselves make the
necessary journey after they dis-
cover that we remain fixed.
Again, people about us are
continually doing this service
and that for some other people—
running errands, mending fences,
bearing messages, building, and
tearing down; and they all de-
mand equal service in return.
Thus a large part of mankind
keeps itself in constant motion
like bubbles of water racing
around a pool at the foot of a

water-fall
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water-fall—or like rabbits hurry-
ing into their warrens and im-
mediately hurrying out again.
Whereas, while these antics
amuse and sadden us, we for the

~most part remain where we are.

Hence our wauts are few; they
are generally most courteously
supplied without our asking; or,
if we happen to be momentarily
forgotten, we can quickly secure
anything in the neighbourhood
by a little judicious squalling.
Why, then, should we whirl as

bubbles or scurry as rabbits?

Our conquering self-possession
gives a masterful charm to life

that

[} ]
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that the victims of perpetual
locomotion never seem to attain.
You have discovered, and my

experience confirms yours, that

a perpetual self-consciousness
brings most of the misery of this
world. Men see others who are
richer than they; or more fa-
mous, or more fortunate—so
they think; and they become
envious. You have not reached
~ the period of such empty vanity,
~ and T have long passed it. Let
us, therefore, make our mutual
vows not to be disturbed by the
good luck or the good graces of
others, but to continue, instead,

to
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to contemplate the contented
cat on the rug and the unenvious
sky that hangs over all alike.
This mood will continue to
keep our lives simple. Consider
our diet. Could anything be

- simpler or better? We are not

even tempted by the poisonous
victuals wherewith mankind de-
stroys itself. The very first
sound law of life is to look to the
belly; for it is what goes into a
man that ruins him. By avoid-
ing- murderous food, we may
hope to become centenarians.
And why not? The golden
streets will not be torn up and

we
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we need be in no indecent haste
to travel even on them. The
satisfactions of this life are just
beginning for us; and we shall be
wise to endure this world for as
long a period as possible.

And sleep is good—Tlong sleep
and often; and your age and
mine permit us to indulge in it
without the sneers of the lark or
the cock or the dawn.

I pray you, sir, therefore, ac-
cept my homage as the philoso-
pher that you are and my
assurance of that high esteem
indicated by my faithful imita-
tion of your virtues. I am,

With
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With the most distinguished

consideration, '

With the sincerest esteem, and
With the most affectionate

_good wishes,

Sir,
Your proud,
Humble,
- Obedient ,
GRANDDADDY.

To Master Walter Hines Page,
On Christmas, 1915.
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